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A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
Mafeking and invaded Natal, driving all the advanced British posts in upon Ladysmith, which also they proceeded to invest The story of the next five months was that of repeated failures or dearly bought successes which could not be followed up. The country was difficult and unfamiliar;   the Boers, who were mounted on ponies, knew every inch of the ground, moved rapidly and practised tactics which took orthodox soldiers by surprise.    British soldiers fought gaUandy, but British   generals   were   always   being   outwitted and outmanoeuvred.   Buller, who had been sent out from England to take command, failed to relieve Ladysmith, and horrified the Government by advising its surrender, but a further effort ended in the disastrous defeat of Spion Kop, where a British force became a concentrated target for the Boers and had to be withdrawn after heavy losses.   (January 24, 1900.) When the New Year came it was doubtful whether the British public were angrier with the Boers for having defied the power of Great Britain, or with the Government which had landed itself and the country in such a position.   But all forces were now being rallied, the Dominions offering assistance, and volunteers responding eagerly to the call tor a special force to act with the regular army.   Ministers rose to the occasion and deciding that a radical change was needed in the conduct of the war, appointed Lord Roberts as Com-mander-in-Chief, with Lord Kitchener as his Chief of Staft.
Lard Rjolerts's Campaign
The situation looked black when the new command arrived in Cape Town on January 10, 1900. Kimberley, as well as Ia4ysmith and Mafeking, was being besieged, and the Boers were thicatening Cape Colony. It seemed at one moment at jftitQ reconquest of South Africa would have to be under-flfett systematically from Cape Town to the north. But the situation offered many openings to a skilful strategy. The Bopr foeees were dangerously scattered and any rapid move-ttisit tiribttit threatened their communications might compel t&etn to «efex their hold on the beleaguered places and to WtHfeaatfisr thei* dvm, safety. This compulsion Roberts applied »y CWBfittttatiuag Jag ^my on ^ Modder River and advancing m me frms .State frp«n die west. A Boer force, 4000 strong,
